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Introduction

The English novelist and poet Thomas Hard)' was born

on 2 June 1840, in the Dorset village of Higher

Bockhampton. His father was a master builcler and the

loung Thomas was apprenticed to a local architect

until mor.ing to London in 1862. There he was

employed by another architect, Arthur Blomheld' but

despite winning awards for his work. Hardy was not at

ease with city life and he retulned to Dorset intending

to become a poet.

HartJl' began novel-writing, thinking that it might

finance his transition from architect to poet. He had

minor success wtlh Llntler the Greenvood Tree (1812)

but it was the publication of thc firsL true Wessex

norel. Fzr Front the Madtling Crttwd (1874), that

finalty enabled Hardy to leave architecture fbr a writ-

er's li1'e. There followed a series of '['essex' successes:

Retunt of the Natlve (1878), The Mct.t'or ol

Casterhridg,e (1886), and The Wtodlantlers (1887)

Howei,er, Hardy's last t\\'o nolels, Ies,s rl the

tl'Urbervilles ( 1891) and Jtde the Oltscure (1896) met

criticism from offended Victorian sensibilities, unaccus-

tonred to being challenged on issues like the English

class s)'stem, wonlen's rights and access to higher

education. Hardy's sociirl realism had pushed a door

open to reveal the struggles of ordinar-v- people against

inju'tice. h1 pocrisl rnd oppre::iort

Hardy married Emma Giffbrd the satle year Far

Fron the Modtlitg CmrL'r1 was ptlblished. It was at.t

unhappy marriage lasLing until Emrna's death in 1912'

lhereupon Hardy u'lote sonle of his best poetry,

expressing the guilt ancl remorse that he f-elt He was

married again two years litter, to Florencc Dugdale' his

\ecrelary The coLrple lived at Mar Gate in Dorchestcr

until Hardy's death on I I Janualv 1928 He left a

considerable body of tvork consisting of tburreen

norels. three books of short stories and more thltn I
thousand poents
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FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD

Mr Oak carried about him. by way of'watch. u,ha1 mav be
called a small silvel clockl in oLher words. it was a watch as tct

shirpe and intention. and a small clock as to size. This iustrurrent
bcing several yeals older than Oak's grandfather, had the pecu-
liarity of going either too fast or not at all. The smaller of its
hands. too. occasionalll, slipped round on the pivol_. and thus,
though the nrinutes were told with precision. nobody could be
quite certain of the hoLrr they belonged to The stopping feeu-
liarity ol'his wirtch Oak remedied by thumps and shakes. and
hc escapecl an)/ evil consequences fronr the other two defects by
constanI comparisons rvith and observatious of the sun and stars,
and b1, pressing his face closc to the glass of his neighbours'
windows, till hc could discern the hour marked by the grcen-
faced tirre-keepers \\ithin It may be mentioned that Oak's fob
being difficulr ol access. by reason olils somewhaL high situation
in the riaistband of his trousers (which also lay at- tt remote
height under his rvaistcoat), the watch was AS a necessity pulled
out b\ thro$ing the body to one side, compressirrg the mouth
and face to a nrere mass of ruddy tlesh on account of the exer-
tion. and drawing up the watch b), its chain, iike a bucket from
a ri ell

But some thoughtlul persons. who had seen hirr walking ar-ross
one o1 his lielcls on a certa.in Decentber morning sunny and
ercccdin_tJ1, rnild might have regardeci Cabriel Onk in othcr aspects
than these In his tace one might notice that rnany of the hues and
curre: of )or-rth had tarried on to manhood: there eren remained
in hi: remoter crannies sorne relics of the boy His height and
breadth * ould have been suflicient to rrake his presence itnptrsing,
had rher been exhibited with due consideration. But there is a lia1
solre men hare. rural and urban alike. for u,hich the mind is more
responsible than flesh and sineu,: it is a way of curlailing their
dimensions lrl their manner of showing them. And from u quiet
modestl that uould har.e beconre a vestal, which seemed continu-
ally to impress upon him that he had no great claim on the world's
room, Oak walked nnassurningly. and lvith a faintly perceptible
bend, yet distinct liom a bou,ing of the shoulders. This may be said
to be a defect in an individual if he depends for his valuation more
upon his appearance than upon his capacity to wear we1l, which
Oak did not

DESCRIPTION OF FARMER OAK

: - lu:r reached the time of life at which 'young' is cersing
-: .h\ of 'man' in speaking of one He was at the brightest

' ,-.culine growth, lbr his intellect and his emotrons u ere

.r;:.rted: he had passed the time during which the influence
erscrimrnately mingles them in the character of itnpulse,

: -r rlot r-et arrjved at the stage wherein they become united
.le charac[er of prejudice, by the influence of a wife and
- :hoft. he was twenty-eight, and a bachelor.

. :ld he was in this morning sloped to a ridge called
- -.'Hill Through a spur of this hill ran the highway
, an.Lmioster and Chalk-Newton. CasuaJly glancing over
:-:r Oak saw coming down the incline before him an

: ::L \prin-q waggon, painted ye11ow and gaily marked,
' ruo horses, a waggonel walking alongside bearing a

: r-ndicularly The waggon was taden with household
,- riindow plants, and on the apex ofthe whole sat a

- .)ur1s and attractive. Gabriel had not beheld the sight
-. .han half a minute. when the vehicle was brought to a

u:t beneath his eyes.
. .rlboard of the waggon is gone, Miss,' said the waggoner.

. I heard it fa11,' said the girl, in a soft. though not part-
- , ,r r oice. 'I heard a noise I could not account for when
,-. :,rming up the hill.'

:-i back.'
.re answered.

-. .::>ible horses stood perfectly still. and the waggoner's
' - ., iainter and fainter in the distance.

: .t:l on the summit of the load sat motionless, surrounded
:: rild chairs with their legs upwards, backed by an oak

, -:l ornamented in fiont by pots of geraniums, myrtles
, - -i.s rogether with a caged canary all probably liom

:rirs of the house just vacated. There was also a cat in
rrjket. liom the partly-opened Iid of which she gazed

-:losed eyes, and affectionately surveyed the small birds

- . :rndsome girl waited fbr some time idly in her place, and
.rund heard in the stillness was the hopping of the canary

- : ,un the perches of its prison. Then she looked attentively
. i: It u'as not at the bird, nor at the catl it was at an oblong

_l
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FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD

packege tred in paper'. and Iying between them. She turned her head
ro Learn if the \\ag_soner were coming. He was not yet in sight; and
her :r:r crept back to the package, her thoughts seeming to run
upLrn \\ hrr u as inside it At length she dreu, the article into her lap.
lnd unried rhe paper coveting; a small swing looking-glass was
dir.-io.ed. in ri hich she proceeded to survey herself attentive)y. She
pa:red her lips and smiled

Ir lJ. ir nne morning, and the sun lighted up to a scarlet glou,
rhe;rirnron jacket she wore, and painted a soft lustre upon her
[,r-shr ii]ce and dark hair. The myrtles. geraniums. and cactuses
pr.k.J round her were fresh and green, and at such a leafless
: j i > Lr. the\ in i e sted the whole concern of horses. waggon. furniture.
.1:r.l _:rri r\ ith a pecuiiar vernal charm. What possessed her to indulge
r:-. :f,.:r e performance in the sight of the sparrows, blackbirds. and

-.:;r,-eired farmer rvho were alone its spectators - whether the
: r.--: bisan as a factitious one. to test her capacity in that art -' ::Ji knows; it ended certainly in a real smile. She biushed at
: .:.:li and seeing her reflection blush. blushed the more.

The change from the custolnary spot zutd necessary occasion
r :;,rch an act - from the dressing hour in a bedroom to a titne

: r rrar el]ing out of doors - lent to the idle deed a novelty it did
ror intrinsically possess. The picture was a delicate one. Woman's
:r:scriptive infirmity had stalked into the sunlight, which had
.lothed it in the lieshness of an originality. A cynical inference
*.i: irresistible by Gabriel Oak as he regarded the scene, generous
rh!rugh he lain would have been There was no necessity whatever
.or her looking in the glass. She did not adjust her hat, or pat
her hair. or press a dimple into shape, or do one thing to signify
:h:ir any such intention had been her motive in taking up the
-rr:: She simply observed herself as a fair product of Nature in
,l: ieminine kind. her thoughts seeming to gJide into far-off
::.,.ush ljkely dramas in which men would play a part vistas
: :robable triumphs - the smiles being of a phase suggesting
:, :rearts were imagined as lost and won Still, this was but
- :: :JiuTe. and the whole series of actions was so idly put forth
.. t.ruke it rash to assert that intention had any part in them

::- \\rg,soner's steps were heard returning She put the glass
- .r.: r:F3i and the whole again into its place.

DESCRIPTION OF FARMER OAK

', :en the waggon had passed on. Gabriel withdrer.r,, lrom his
. ri espial. and descending inro the road, tbllowed the vehicle

-: ,Lrrnpike-gate some way beyond the bottom of the hil1. where
:iect of his contemplation now halted fbr the payment of toll.
L t\\enty steps sti11 remained between him and the gate, when

, :lrd a dispt-tte It was a difference concerning twopence between
: r.rsons with the waggon and the man at the toll-bar.

\lis ess's niece is upon the top of the things. and she says that's
:,sh that I've offered ye, you great miser. and she won't pay

_ rrore.' These were the waggoner's words.
Yery well: then mis'ess's niecc can't pass.' said the turnpike-

::per. closing rhe gate

Oak looked fiom one to the other of the disputants, and fell
.. -. a reverie. There u,as something in the tone of twopence remark-
:-r insignificant. Threepence had a dellnite value as mone1,- it
j: an appreciable infrrngement on a dav's wages. and, as such. a

rrling matter: bllt twopence - 'Here.' he said, srepping forward
ld handing twopence to the gatekeeperi 'let the young \ /oman

-r:s' He looked Lrp at her then: she hearcl his words. and looked
, r\\ n.

Gabriel's features adhered throughout their form so exactly to
re rliddle line between the beauty of St John and the u-uliness
t Judas Iscariot, as represented in a window of the church he

-:rlended, that not tr single lineament could be selected and called
iorthy either of distinction or notoriety. The red-jlcketed and
:ark-haired maiden seemed to think so too. fbr she carelessll,
:lanced over hint. and told her man to ddve on She might have
rroked her thanks Lo Gabriel on a mlnute sca1e. but she did not
:peak them: mole probabl,v- she felt none, for in gaining her a

:rassage he had lost her her point. and we know hor.r, woLnen take
r favour of that kind.

The gatekeeper surveyed the retreating vehicle. 'That's a hand-
:ome tnoid.' he said to Oirk

'But she has hel faults.' said Gabriel
'True. farmer.'
'And the greatest of them is well, whzrt it is always.'
'Beating people down? ay, 'tis so'
'Oh no'
'What. then?'

_t
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FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD

Gabriel perhaps a linle piqued by the comely traveller's indif'-
ference glanced to uhere he had witnessed her perfbrmance over
the hedse and saicl. '!anit1,.'

CHAPTER 2

NIGHT - THE FLOCK - INTERIORS

It ri a: nearlr nrdLright on the eve of St Thomas's. the shortest day
in the lear A de:olating u,ild u'andered fiom the north over the
hill rr hc'rcon Oak hacl u atched the yeJlow waggon and irs occupant
in the .Lrnihine oi a few days earlier.

\rir!'\,r.nhe Hill not fhr fronl lonelv Toller-Down - wils one

'r1 
l[]i il.ri u hich snggest to a passer-by that he is in the presence

tLl

rl

:r*p: ,rpproaching the indestructible as nearly as any to be
, rr ..inh. It ri,as a leatureless convexity of chalk and soil an

: .l.cinrcn 01'those smoothly outlined protuberances of the
i:ich may remain undisturbed on some great day of confu-

, :,:r iar _qrander heights and dizzy glanite precipices topple

:111 uas covered on its northern side by an ancient and
r:,r plantation o1' beeches, u,hose upper r,erge formed a line
r. .rest. tiinging its archcd curve irgai[st the sky. like a mane.
.,r these trees sheltered the southern slope fioni the keenest
uhich smote the wood and floundered through it with a

Ji of grumbling. or gushed over its crowning boughs in a

T

ened moan The dry leaves in Lhe ditch simmered and boiled
srrne breezes, a tongue of air occasionalll, ferreting out a

rd sending them spinning across the grass A group or two
latest in date amongst the dead multitude had remained till
;r mid-winler-time on the twigs which bore thern. and in
rutlcd against thc trunks with smar't taps.

Bc'r\\een this half-wooded, half'-naked hill, and the vague still
honzon that it: :urnmit indistrnctly commanded, was a mysterious
shect oi iathomless shade - the sounds fiom which suggested that
ri hat it concelled bore some reduced resemblance to l-eatures here
The thin ,qrasse\. more or less coating the hi1l. u,ere touched by the
u incl in breezes ol differing powers. and zrlmost of difTering nrLures

\IGHT - THE FLOCK - INTERIORS

: i rhe blades heavily, another raking them piercingly,
..hing them like a solt broom The instinctive act of

- .,,i-\ to stand and listen. and leam horv the trces on the

:.- rrees on thc lcft wailed or chaunted to each other in
.rtiphonies of a cathedral choir: how hedges and other

::r.Lr-cl then caught the note. lowering it to the tenderest
,, the hurrying gust ther plunged into the south, to be

. rta

. lu: clear rernarkably clear' - and the twinkling of
- :ieflred to be but throbs of one body, timed b1, a

-:l:; The North Star was directly in the wir-rd's e1,e, and

ti:g the Bear had srvung round it or-rtwarcll), to the east.

rLr\\ at a right an-rle with the meridian. A dift-erence of
... \tars - oftener read of than seen in England was

:ptibrle here The sovereign brilliancy of Sirius pierced

r a steely glitter, the star called Capella u'as yellou,.

rnd Betelgueux shone with ir liery red.

r: :tanding alone on a hill during a clear-midnight such

roll of the world eastward is almost a palpable move-
..rlsation may be caused by the panoramic glide of the

--r1hh objects. which is perceptibie in a lcw minutes of
: r\\ the bettcr outlook upon space that a hill affords, or
;-i or by rhe solitude; but whatever be its origin the
- .,i riding along is vivid and abiding The poetry of
-: )hrase rnuch in use. and to enjoy thc cpic form of that
r ir i\ necessary to stand on a hill at a small hour of the
haring first expanded with a sense of ditference fi'om

. :rr ilized mankind, who are drcamwrapt and disregardful
proceedings at this time. long and quietly watch your

:rej\ through the stars. After such a flocturnal reconnoitre
{et beck to earth. and to believe that the consciousness

::.r-\tic speeding is derived tiom a tiny human liame.
|r an unexpected series of sounds begirn to be heard in

-r. r-qainst the sky. The.v had a clearness which was to be

rere in the wind, and a sequence which was to be lbLrnd
' nature Thel' were the notes of Farmer Oak's flute.
-e u as not floating unhindered into the open air: it seerned
iLrme way, and was altogether too curtailecl in power to
: ()r \\'ide. It canrc from the direction of a sma11 dark

I
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FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD

object under thc plantation hedge a shepherd's hut - now
pre\eutins an ontline to llhich an uninitiatcd person ntight har.e
l1(L r I'r.,,/-L,l r\' trtlitrh either Drelrrirrg 0r' rr:e

The l'nage as a rrhole u,as that of a small Noah's Ark on a small
\ruirr allou ing the traclitioniry outlines and general tbrnr of the Ark
rr ilch are iollos ed br tov-nrakets - and by these neans are established
in nten : inr.rginations antong Lheir firmest. because earliest impres-
\t.rni ro pils\ i15 ln approrirlatc pattern The htrt stood on little
\\heel\ \\hi.lt raised its floor about a tbot liorn the ground Such
:hepherJ:'lruts are dragged into the frelds rvhen the latnbing:eason
!'ome\ rrn to \helter the shepherd in his entbrcecl nightly attendance

1t ,,r .r. in l\ lntterll that peoplc hacl begun to call Gabriel 'Fanrer'
O"; L)urn,g rhe tuelremonth prccecling this tinrc he had bccn
i'r.,:r :- r.\ iustajned ef1brts of industry lnd chronic sood spirits to
.r.,.. :-: :nrlll sLteep-farnt of which Norcombe Hill was a pLrltion.
.-'ri' ,-\ it r.riLh ilro hunclred sheep Previouslt,he had been a
n.r: i.. ,1 r short tinrc. and earlier still a shepherd only, having
- .r. l:. rhilclhoocl assisted his tather in tending the flocks of large

.'r,rtrTrJ[.]r-\ till old Gabtiel sank to rest
Tirr: renture. unaidcd and a1one, into the paths of farrning as

r]].::iif ilnd not as [lan. u,ith an advance of sheep not yet paid fbr,
,i.rr r criLical junctr-Lr'e with Cabriel Oak. ancl he recognized his

f\ir;r1(rn clearly The first tnovement in his ncw progress was the
l.nr'nin,s ol'his erves. and sheep having Lreen his speciality from his
r i.rLh hc r.r isely refiained from depLrting the task of tencling them
.., hi. .c.r.on to :r hire lirrg ur lr rror ice

The irrncl continued to beat about the corners of the hut. but
.r: tlLrre plal,inu ceased A rectangular space of light appeared in
ir: .idc of thc hut. and in the opening the outline of Farmer Oak's
i-lur.' He carried a lantern in his hand. and closing the door behind
:rrnr crrrre forrvard and busied himself aboul- this nook of thc field
i,: ne.rrh twent)'nrinutes, the ltlnterrr light appearing and disap-
:'r..rirs here and there. and brightening him ol darkcnrng him as

:ri 'roid befole or behind it
O.lk : motions. though they had a quiet cnergy, wet'e slorv, and

iir:rr Jeliberarcness accorded u,ell with his occupation, Fitness
b,ein,q rhe basis ofheauty. noboclv conld hare denied that his steady
rrring: lnd LunLs in and abouL the flock had elenrents of grace.
\et rrlthough il'occaslou denranded he could clo or tl'rink a thing

NIGHT - THE FLOCK - INTERIORS

: :r,arcurial a dash as can the men of towns u,ho are more
. '- -rnner born. his special porver. morally, physically. and

rr as static. owing 1ittle or nothin-9 to nlolnenlunr as a rule
, .l eramination of the ground hereabolrt, cven b1, the wan

- . rnlr. revealed how a portion of what rvoulcl have been
:.illed a u,iJd slope had been appropriatecl by Farmer Oak

::eat pulpose this winter DeLached hurdles thatched with
:re stuck into the ground at various scattered points, amid

-::r shich thc whitish fbrms of his tneek eu,es trovcd and

The rurg of the sheep-bell. which had been silent durilg
-:.-e. recolnmenced. in tones that had rnore nrellowness than
... osing to an increasing growth of surroundiug u,ool This
..r till Oak withdrew again frorr the flock. He returned to
rnn,trng in his arms a new-born lanrb, consisting ol lbLrr

-::': enough tbr a full-grown sheep, nnited by a seerringly
r-;rble membrane about hzrlf the substance of the legs collec-
rrch constituted the aninral's entire body.iLrst at prcscnl

- ttle speck of li1'e he placed on a wisp of ha1' before the
. , : rr here a can of milk u,as sirnmering Oak ertingu ished
. :r br blowing into iL ancl rhen pinching the snLrff, the cot

- -.,ted b} a candle suspended b), a twisted rvire. A rather
- -h lormecl of a feu, com sacks thro$,n carelessJy dou,n.
:- -.111 rhe floor of this little habitation. arrd here [he 1,oung

, - hcd h i rrself along, loosened h is q,oollen cravlt. and closed
-- hr lbout the time a person unaccustomed to bodilv labour

, e decided upon which side to lie. Farrnet Oak was asleep
: r irde of the hr-rt. as it now presented itself. was cosy and

- :r'rd the scarlct handful of fire in addition to the candle.
. irs o*n genial colour upon whatever it could reach. flung
:\ of enjo),mert even over LLtt:nsils and toois Jn the corner

. :hcep-crook. ancl along a shelf at one side u,ere langed
, .J .anisters o1' the simple preparations pertaining to o\ ire

l nh\:ic: :pilits,rl'u ine. turpentirre. tur. rnrpnesia. girrger'.

: -tril being thc ch ie1'. On tr triangular shelf actoss the corner
- ..LJ bacon. cheese. and a cup lbr ale or cider, which was
:.r rrrm a flagon beneath. Beside the provisions ltr.v the flute,
: . :ii had latel_y been called forth b,v the lonely walcher to
: tedious hour. The house wirs \rentilated by tu,o round

..: rhe lights of a ship's cabin, with u,ood slides.


